A General Method to Prepare Peptide-Based Supramolecular Hydrogels.
As a type of versatile soft materials, supramolecular hydrogels made of peptides have received increasing research attention in past decade and have found useful applications in many areas. Meanwhile, numerous methods have been reported to initiate hydrogelation via noncovalent intermolecular interactions. Generally, most hydrogelation starts from a homogeneous solution and reaches a balance of water hydration and hydrophobic interactions, thereby resulting in hydrogelation. Here, we describe a general method to prepare supramolecular hydrogels of small peptides, and describe two examples to demonstrate hydrogel preparation.